
 

TOM GROSSMAN; BILLY PARKER, JR; RAY SCHNITTKER; KEL LY 
YOUNG; DAVE LITTLE & TERRY DONNELLY HONORED AT 

MONTICELLO-GOSHEN CHAPTER USHWA BANQUET 

Over 240 people turned out at Kutshers Country Club in Monticello, NY on October 25th 
when the Monticello-Goshen Chapter of the U.S. Harness Writers Association held their 
51st Annual Awards Banquet. Tom Grossman was honored with the Excelsior Award and 
Billy Parker, Jr. received the organization’s Lifetime Achievement Award. Ray 
Schnittker, Kelly Young, Dave Little and Terry Donnelly were also cited and Southbound 
Trucker was named “Horse of the Year”. 

 

Tom Grossman displays the Excelsior Trophy presented by Ms. Monticello Raceway, 
Christina Richichi 

Grossman was honored for his contributions to the racing industry especially in New 
York State. Grossman’s, primary goal when he purchased Blue Chip Farms was to help 
push NY States breeding program into national prominence and by all accounts, with his 
great stallion roster, he is succeeding. 



 

Billy Parker, Jr.’s son Bandon inspects his dad’s Lifetime Achievement Award 

The Harness Writers presented their Lifetime Achievement Award to Billy Parker, Jr. 
who has won driving titles at every track he competed at. This year Parker is en route to 
his 14 driving crown at Monticello Raceway and his current total of 9840 career victories 
is ninth best all-time in the sport. 

 

Ray Schnittker accepts the Distinguished Service Award 

Ray Schnittker was presented Historic track’s Amy Bull Krist Distinguished Service 
Award for his outstanding efforts which raised money for eight local high schools. He 
spearheaded a promotion in which students from each  school drove in a one-mile race in 



double-seated jog carts with a professional riding shotgun which raised over $45,000 for 
the participating schools scholarship funds and in the process introduced youngsters to 
harness racing. 

 

Kelly Young (left) received the Phil Pines Award and is joined by Phil’s widow Jane 
Pines (right) 

Kelly Young, who grew-up in the Standardbred sport, became the initial recipient of the 
Phil Pines Award named in honor of the Hall of Fame communicator and harness racing 
historian. Kelly, like Phil, has always been a harness racing devotee and she too is an 
award winning writer and communicator. 

 

Emcee John Manzi joins Dave Little as he is presented with The Good Guy Award 



New Daily News’ sportswriter Dave Little was the recipient of the chapter’s Good Guy 
Award for donating his time and excellence  serving as the race announcer at Historic 
Track  during the Grand Circuit meetings, not only this year but over the past five 
seasons. Moreover, if it weren’t Dave, and for that matter his wife Debbie of the NY 
Post, harness racing would have no mainstream coverage in the New York metropolitan 
area. 

 

Terry Donnelly receives her Amateur Driver of the year Award 

Terry Donnelly was named the Chapter’s “Amateur Driver of the Year” and she’s the 
first woman to win such an honor. Terry won a division of the Hambo Amateur Trot at 
the Meadowlands this year and she is a member of many amateur driving organizations. 
She’s currently among the point leaders in the Eastern Region of the C.K.G. Billings 
Amateur Driving Series. 

 



Southbound Trucker’s caretaker, Carlton Oney (left) holds the Horse of the Year 
trophy for owner George Stamatein (right), trainer Art Stamatein (2nd left) and driver 
Bruce Aldrich, Jr. (2nd right). They’re joined by trophy girl Christina Richichi 

Southbound Trucker was named “Horse of the Year”. The 6-year old Sharky Spur 
gelding won 11 open paces here-this season --the fastest in 1;55:2-- and earned over 
$65,000 just at the Mighty M. He is owned by George Stamatein of New Haven, Ct., 
trained by his dad, Art Stamatein, and was driven by Greg Merton. 

 

Lisa Krom (left) was joined by her patron Elisha Lafreniere when she accepted the 
Comeback of the year Award 

Lisa Krom, who is currently among the tracks leading trainers, received “the Comeback 
of the Year Award” on the heels of a winless season last year.  With 42 wins in 141 starts 
this season she is seventh in races won and her .407 average is among the highest. 

Kevin Hough, 22, who has won 85 races this season, received the Chapter’s “Rising Star 
Award” and he will undoubtedly be one of the driving stars of the future.   

Brenda Messenger’s and Scott Woogen’s Gone Baby Gone was named the 2 Year Old 
Colt Pacer of the Year”  while Bill Varney’s Pembroke Motion garnered the “2 Year Old 
Filly Pacer of the Year” award”. Margarita Man Stables’ Margarita Man was named 2 
Year Old Trotting  Colt of the Year  and Laurie Moeykens Thergosmyvacation earned the 
2 –Year-Old Filly Trotter of the Year” award”. 

Three-Year- Old Pacer of The Year honors went to Richard Steiglitz’s colt, That’s Just 
In, while Fred Rappa’s filly, Danijill, was the choice for  “3-Year- Old Trotter of the 
Year”. 

The “Older Trotting Horse of the Year” award” went to Sea Horse Farms’ Getthemoney 
while Larry Gruber & Ken Hartenstein’s, Match That,  took home the “Older Trotting 
Mare of the Year” trophy  for the second consecutive season. 



Southbound Trucker also walked away with the “Older Pacing Horse of the Year” award 
and Ken Weckstein’s & Richard Rubin’s Winbak Delight was the unanimous choice for 
“Older Pacing Mare of the Year” honors. 

Since claiming races are a staple of Monticello Raceway’s racing programs multiple 
awards were presented in the claiming categories. 

Claiming Pacer Awards went to Ruthe & Mitchell Stern’s Cannae Sandra; Michelle 
Macedonio’s Fuzzy Charmer, Margaret Olmstead’s, Windy City Buddy; Sitting Bull’s 
Stables’ Blue Creek Angie and Elisha Lafreniere’s Cloudy Heights N. 

Claiming Trotter Awards were presented to Karlyn Farms Estate’s Caviar Kid;  Brenda 
Messenger’s and Scott Woogen’s  Sandy Hoofprints; and April Alrich’ , Distinct Victory. 

The chapter also presented a Special Achievement Award to Elisha Lafreniere’s, Bilmar 
Rustler who recently moved from the claiming ranks to win two open paces. 

Arnold Waxenbaum walked away with the “Owner of the Year Award” and Jimmy 
Clouser, Jr received the Max A. Brewer Award as the most promising young driver. 

 
Ruthe & Mitchell Stern, (from Bayside NY) owners of claimer of the year Cannae 

Sandra with their trainer Norman Bradbury (right) 



 

Trainer/driver Ray Schnittker enjoys a laugh with Dr. Herbie Burns from Pine Bush 
after their Margarita Man was named 2 year old trotting colt of the year 

 

Trainer Ed Hart, of Middletown, NY, accepted the award for Pembroke Motion, the 2 
year old pacing filly of the year 



 

Terry Donnelly, from Sussex, NJ, the first woman to be named Amateur Driver of the 
Year, receives her award 

 

Dick Steiglitz (right) of South Fallsburg, NY, owner of That’s Just In, and his trainer 
Greg Decker, Jr. of Monticello accept the award for 3 year old pacing colt of the year 



 

Driver Billy Parker, Jr (left) and trainer Gary Messenger join Gary’s wife Brenda 
Messenger,(all three from Monticello, NY) the  owner of Sandy Hoofprints named 

claiming trotter of the year 

 

After the trophies were presented, emcee John Manzi talks with Carlton Oney, the 
caretaker of Southbound Trucker who was named Horse of the Year 

 

 

 


